FARMERS’ AWARENESS CAMPAIGN –2007, RAJASTHAN

Agriculture plays a crucial role in building a strong and prosperous nation. It should be accorded a place of primacy so that the objectives of food and nutritional security, poverty eradication and adequate employment generation are met. A number of initiatives / measures have been taken by the government and non Government organizations to maintain agriculture growth rate.  Despite these measures, a vast majority of small and marginal farmers and landless agricultural labourers are still living below the poverty line. It is imperative to integrate all initiatives from policy making to grassroot implementation to fill the information gap in respect of technology, market and other inputs for the benefit of the farming community. Most importantly knowledge transference to the farmers is most essential for adoption of up to date agricultural practices and improvement in productivity. Farmers are to be empowered to become  “ knowledge workers” using the latest available information and knowledge about cultivation practices, inputs and output markets. It is with this background in mind the Farmers’ Awareness Campaign is being organized.  

The State of Rajasthan is the largest state in the country covering an area of 34.271 Million ha which is more than 10% of the total geographical area of the country. It has more than 15.7 million ha of land suitable for agriculture. It  is also one of the driest states of the country and the total surface water resources in the state are only about 1% of the total surface water resources of the country.

This state is basically an agrarian economy. Most of its population lives in small villages and dhanies. Major  Part of the state is, however, covered by arid and semi-arid climatic conditions which has a characteristic low, erratic and uneven distribution of rainfall associated with lack of other water-resources for irrigated farming. Growing of only one rainfed crop in Kharif season, that too associated with high risk, has led to dependence of village community on livestock. Due to low capital investment capacity, lesser availability of agriculture credit, lack of adequate infrastructure facilities like roads, power, etc. and  inefficient technical & extension services, the farming system  in the State is more subsistence oriented than the commercial farming.

It is generally realized that a farmer needs to be supported throughout the agricultural life cycle. During crop planning, a farmer requires right information and eco friendly advisory services related to the soil, weather, crop diversification, water supply etc. In subsequent stages, the farmer is required to be serviced by the providers of seeds, fertilizers, machinery etc. In the post harvesting   stage the farmers face the challenges of marketing, storage and sale of his produce. At each stage of the lifecycle, the farmer is supported by various government schemes   including extension service and bank loan beside support from cooperatives, educational and research institutions. 

THE INDIAN SOCIETY OF AGRIBUSINESS PROFESSIONALS (ISAP) registered under the Indian Company’s Act is a non profit, Civil Society Organization having a network of professionals in India and SAARC countries and experience ranging from agriculture, food processing, animal husbandry ,  agri-inputs, agri-extension and so many other livelihood promotion measures.  The functional areas of ISAP, inter-alia, includes rural livelihood support programmes, query redress service , market linkage , capacity building  and training  of farmers , extension outreach , advocacy, information dissemination, technology transfer and absorption. The ultimate goal is to increase the income level of the rural poor and farming community. This could be possible through knowledge connectivity to the farmers and diversifying the farming activities in the areas like poultry, dairy, bee keeping, agro processing and agro-related services.  

It is now widely known that agriculture production and growth rate has been declining over the last few years which is causing great concern for the policy makers, planners, programme implementers and all other stake holders. It is equally a matter of concern for Civil Society Organizations and others in the voluntary sector who also wish to play the role of a catalyst in accelerating the pace of agricultural growth rate in the economy for achieving the objective of rural prosperity.  

It is in this background that ISAP in association with its institutional member “ Welfare Services Ernakulam, Kerala propose to organize a one day Farmers Awareness Campaign at  Rajkiya Uccha Madhyamik Vidyala (Govt. Senior Secondary School) , Chaura Gaon, Teh. Sapotara, Dist. Karouli, Rajasthan on 17rd February , 2007.

The aim of the campaign is to empower farming community as  “ Knowledge Farmer “ by techniques  of accessing the best available information and knowledge about cultivation practices, inputs and output markets which will help them to improve their earning capacity  and quality of living . 

The campaign will primarily focus on rendering extension service to the farmers with the help of governmental extension agencies and at the same time provide a forum for market linkage to the farmers and also SHGs for getting a better price for their produce and thereby enhancing their income and earning capacity. Further details about the objectives, participants, team etc. of the campaign are described below:

PARTICIPANTS:

We are expecting a huge participation from farming community, Self Help Groups, Social Institutions, Farmers Federation, State and district level government agencies, elected People’s Representatives and Corporate in this event. 

CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVES:

· To extend the outreach of Agricultural Extension Services to farming community and rural poor;

· To strengthen knowledge linkage between development stake holders - farmers, SHGs, CBOs, Grassroot NGOs, Panchayat, Local Government Officials, Agribusiness Community, Insurance Companies, Financial Institutions and ISAP;

· To create awareness about different schemes, projects and programmes of Agriculture and allied department, Rural Development supported by Zilla Panchayat, State & Central Government;  

· To provide a platform for interaction between agri experts and technology users on various agro-based enterprises;

· To explore market linkage between farming community and Agribusiness Community thereby generate income-enhancing opportunity for the farmers.

CAMPAIGN THEMES:

The Campaign would address the following areas in relevant to the project area

· Agriculture & Rural Development Schemes, Project & Programmes at Zilla, State and Central level;

· Extension Services of ISAP for farming  & Agribusiness community in particular Query Redress & market linkage in collaboration with Agriculture Development stake holders;

·  Area Specific Agriculture Information Dissemination by Agri Experts on 

· Scope of Aromatic & Medicinal Plant Cultivation ;

· Organic Farming  Practices ;

· Integrated Pest Management in Vegetable and Cereal Crops and 

· Low  investment  & efficient water crops cultivation practices .

· Contribution of finance, insurance & other Agri based Companies in Agriculture   Development.

EXHIBITION: 

There will be provision for exhibitors to display and sell Agri inputs – seeds, pesticides, insecticides, fertilizers- Chemical and Bio fertiliser, Vermi compost   products, farmer’s friendly low cost tools & equipment from Agri based companies, NGOs, CBOs, SHGs and  Farmers Federation and other micro enterprise stakeholders .

CONTACT PERSONS:  

For any further clarification regarding this campaign, please contact the  following  persons : 

1. Ms. Mamta Srivastava, 


National Coordinator



Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals- ISAP 



R-289 A, Greater Kailash, New Delhi –110048



Tel. 011-32994117(Direct), 41730573 –74, 30938993 



Email: mamta@isapindia.org, www.isapindia.org 

2. Mr. Shyamender Pal

Project Coordinator (Rajasthan)

Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals- ISAP 

Mob: 09414351134

Email: shyamender@isapindia.org
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